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through, argentous oxide, Ag20, and with the magnesium family through mercury.
The more salient differences between copper and the alkali metals are : (1) The
elements of the alkali metals have a small density, the other metals have a large
density ; (2) the alkali metals do not occur free ; (3) the elements of the alkali metals
are chemically active, the others not so ; (4.) the haloids of the alkalies are all soluble
in water, and are not hydrolyzed by water ; copper and silver form sparingly soluble
haloids, and the haloids of "copper and gold, not silver, are hydrolyzed by water.

(5)  The oxides and hydroxides of the alkalies are strongly basic ;  the oxides and
hydroxides of copper and gold are feebly basic, and they accordingly form basic salts.

(6)  The alkali metals do not form complex salts, whereas copper, silver, and gold
form many complex salts.

R. F. Heath * reported a radioactive element of monad valency, at, wt. 204'6, belonging
' to the first group in the periodic table. It was found in the nranite and monazite sand of
Montana, U.S.A. The element itself is brownish-grey in colour, and it unites at a high
temp, with the halogens, nitrogen, oxygen, and hydrogen; the compounds and salts are .
white. It was named wilsonium after the then President of the United States. The results
have not been confirmed.
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